OREGON TRANSFER MODULE (OTM)

The Oregon Transfer Module (OTM) is an approved 45 unit subset of general education courses (foundational skills and introduction to discipline courses) that are common among Oregon's colleges and universities. Courses are selected from an approved list of 100- and 200 level general education requirements, determined by each Oregon community college, Oregon University System institution, or participating Oregon independent college or university. It is designed to improve student access to a college degree by enhancing opportunities for the transfer of credits earned at one community college or Oregon University System (OUS) campus to another public college or university. 

Any student holding an Oregon Transfer Module that conforms to the guidelines below will have met the requirements for the Transfer Module at any Oregon community college or institution in the Oregon University System. Upon transfer, the receiving institution may specify additional course work that is required for a major or for degree requirements or to make up the difference between the Transfer Module and the institution’s total General Education requirements.

Benefits to students



 

· Improved efficiency in credit transfer between postsecondary educational institutions

· Faster completion of degree as all credits "count" and are transferable;

· High school students who take a OTM approved coursework get a reliable early start on their college degree

· Savings on the cost of tuition by maximizing the number of courses taken and not having to retake courses at multiple postsecondary institutions

· Advanced advising tool allowing students to effectively select applicable courses.

· An organized framework for student who have not determined their academic majors or who change majors early in their college careers, and provides clear milestones that students can accomplish to serve their future goals

· Supportive of students who transfer early to a four-year institution by allowing for seamless transfer of student's first year of coursework

Required coursework



The Oregon Transfer Module includes the following course work, which is equivalent to 3 academic quarters.  The coursework must be chosen from the courses approved for the categories below by the institution issuing the credit.  In the case of community colleges, these will be courses approved for the Associate of Arts Oregon Transfer (AAOT) degree; in the case of universities and 4-year colleges, they will be courses approved for the General Education part of a baccalaureate degree.  All courses must be passed with a grade of “C-” or better and must be worth at least 3 credits (quarter system).   Students must have a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0 at the time the module is posted.

General Education



· Writing: Two courses of college-level composition (WR121, WR122, WR123 or WR227).Information Literacy will be included in the Writing component.
· Oral Communication: One course of fundamentals of speech or communication.

· Mathematics: One course of college-level mathematics, for which at least Intermediate Algebra is a prerequisite

Introduction to disciplines



Students are encouraged to complete at least one course with the embedded Cultural Literacy component in order to complete AAOT requirements.
 

· Arts and Letters: Three courses.

· Social Sciences: Three courses.

· Science/Math/Computer Science: Three courses, including at least one biological or physical science with a lab.

 

 Community colleges: Generally, these will be courses approved for the AA/OT degree. 

Universities and 4-year colleges: Generally, they will be courses approved for the general education part of a baccalaureate degree.
Electives



As required to bring the total credits to 45.  Courses must be from the Introduction to Disciplines areas (Arts & Letters, Social Science, or Science/Math/Computer Science).

Notes and clarifications



1.   Courses that are designed to prepare students for college-level work are not applicable to the transfer module.

2.   When choosing courses in science and mathematics, students and advisors should check the specific requirements at receiving schools. Courses that include a laboratory component, or that deal with specific subjects, may be required for majors or degrees.

3.   Computer Science courses used in the Math/Science/Computer Science area must meet Oregon Council of Computer Chairs criteria for a science course. See list of courses at (Oregon Council of Computer Chairs).

4.   In Arts and Letters, the second year of a foreign language may be included, but not the first year. American Sign Language (ASL) is considered a foreign language. Demonstrated proficiency in an American Indian language can meet all or part of the second language requirement, as certified by the governing body of any federally recognized tribe.

5.   All Oregon community colleges and Oregon University System institutions will offer students the opportunity to complete an Oregon Transfer Module and the OTM designation will be posted on the transcript by the issuing institution upon request. Regionally accredited private colleges and universities within the state are also welcome to offer and issue Transfer Modules, which will be accepted at any Oregon public college or university.

6.   Oregon Transfer Module credits may not match program requirements in the receiving school. The OTM supplements, but does not supplant existing articulation agreements and does not replace effective advising.

 

The Process



1. Course Guidelines - Students take OTM approved courses at Oregon public postsecondary institutions and participating independent institutions.
· Students are advised to take all courses for the OTM for a letter grade. Many colleges and universities have a limit on the number of Pass/Fail courses students can take.

· Credit for prior learning including Advanced Placement, CLEP, DANTES, and military credit can apply. However, for a student pursuing a two or four-year degree only 25% of the credit can be nontraditional credit. If credit for prior learning experiences are transcripted as courses they will count toward the OTM

· Students working toward the OTM are eligible for financial aid. Requirements are the same for students who get financial aid but transfer before they complete an Associate's or Bachelor's degree.

· Use of the degree auditing system and the Articulation & Transfer Linked Degree Audit System (ATLAS) will assist both student and staff in identifying when students are near completion. http://atlas.ous.edu/
2. OTM Completion - Students apply for a transcript evaluation of the OTM as they do for other completions. However, the OTM is not designed to be an endpoint, but a tool to be used towards degree completion.

· At least one, minimum 3 credit course needs to be taken at an institution in order to apply for the OTM at that campus, since Oregon institutions do not produce a transcript without a course taken

· Oregon community colleges, OUS institutions and participating Oregon independent colleges and universities may require that students be admitted to the institution before they will transcript an OTM. Once evaluated and approved, student transcripts will certify that they have satisfied the OTM course requirements

· Colleges and universities may attach a fee for OTM evaluation to cover staff time as they do for degrees and certificates.

· Since the OTM is not a degree or certificate, an institution's regular residency requirements for degree completion and for tuition purposes do not apply to the OTM.

3. Transferring the OTM - The OTM may be applied toward the Associate of Arts/Oregon Transfer degree, the Associate of Science Oregon Transfer-Business degree, or a baccalaureate degree from an OUS institution or participating Oregon independent college or university.

· The OTM satisfies the majority of campus general education requirements.

· Some campuses may have additional requirements in subjects such as diversity or foreign language.

· The OTM represents approximately half (45 credits) of an associate degree or the first year of a baccalaureate degree.

